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STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO PUBLIC 

HEALTH. 



ARKANSAS. 

Board of Health— Organization and Duties. (Act No. 96, Feb. 25, 1913.) 

Section 1 . Within 30 day s after the passage of this act it shall be the duty of the gov- 
ernor to appoint a State board of health, consisting of seven persons, one of whom shall 
be chosen from each congressional district in this State. In the event that the said 
congressional districts be increased or decreased, that the membership of said board 
shall increase or decrease in accordance therewith. Each member of the State board 
of health shall be a graduate of a legally constituted and reputable medical college 
and of at least seven years' experience in the practice of his profession in this State, 
and shall be of good professional standing. 

Sec 2. Each of the members of the State board of health so appointed shall take 
the oath of office prescribed by the constitution for State officers, and be commissioned 
by the governor in the same manner as other State officials. The members of the said 
board shall hold office for four years: Provided, That the first members so appointed 
shall serve as follows: Two until January 1, 1915; two until January 1, 1916, and three 
until January 1, 1917: Provided, however, That the Secretary shall hold office for four 
years from appointment. The members first appointed shall determine among them- 
selves their respective terms of office, they shall elect one of their members as presi- 
dent, and they shall also elect a secretary, who may or may not be a member of the 
board, and who shall possess all the qualifications and have all the powers of the mem- 
bers of the board. The said secretary shall be known as the State health officer, and 
shall be the executive officer of the board, and perform such duties as may be pre- 
scribed by the board or required by this act. 

Sec. 3. The Arkansas State Board of Health shall meet at least once a year, or as 
often as may be necessary in the interest of the public health, upon the call of the 
president or a majority of the members of the board. 

Sec 4. The Arkansas State Board of Health may adopt by-laws regulating the 
transaction of its business and provide therein for the appointment of committees to 
whom it may delegate authority and power for all duties committed to them, under 
the direction and subject to the control of the State board of health, and may also 
adopt and use an official seal. A majority of the members of the board shall con. 
stitute a quorum for the transaction of business and perform such duties as the board 
may prescribe. 

Sec 5. The State board of health shall have general supervision and control of all 
matters pertaining to the health of the citizens of this State. It shall make a study of 
the causes and prevention of infectious, contagious, and communicable diseases, and, 
except as otherwise provided for in this act, shall have direction and control of all 
matters of quarantine regulations and enforcement, and shall have full power and 
authority to prevent the entrance of such diseases from points without the State, and 
shall have direction and control over all sanitary and quarantine measures for dealing 
with all such diseases within the State, and to suppress the same and prevent their 
spread. 

Sec 6. Power is hereby conferred on the Arkansas State Board of Health to make 
all necessary and reasonable rules and regulations for the protection of the public 
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health, and for the general amelioration of the sanitary and hygienic conditions 
within the State, for the suppression and prevention of infectious, contagious, and com- 
municable diseases, and for the proper enforcement of quarantine, isolation, and con- 
trol of such diseases: Provided, however, That where a patient can be treated with 
reasonable safety to the public health, he shall not be removed from his home without 
his consent, or the consent of the parents or guardian in case of a minor, and said rules 
and regulations, when so made, shall be printed in pamphlet form, with such numbers 
of copies as may be necessary for the distribution for information of health, bodies, 
health and sanitary officers, and the public generally. But the State board of health 
shall not regulate the practice of medicine or healing, nor interfere with the right of 
any citizen to employ the practitioner of his choice. 

Sec. 7. That the State board of health shall establish a bureau of vital statistics and 
provide an adequate system for the registration of births and deaths, by formulating 
and promulgating rules and regulations prescribing the method and form of making 
such registration. 

Sec. 8. That the secretary of the State board of health shall be the State registrar 
of vital statistics, and it shall be his duty to carry into effect the rules, regulations, 
and orders of the State board of health. The board shall provide suitable apartments, 
properly equipped with fireproof vaults and filing cases, for the permanent preserva- 
tion of all official records. 

Sec 9. That for the purposes of this act the State registrar shall divide the State 
into registration districts, defining and designating the boundaries thereof and appoint, 
ing local registrars in each district. Each registration district shall have at least one 
county therein. 

Sec 10. That each local registrar shall be paid the sum of 25 cents for each birth 
certificate and each death certificate properly and completely made out and regis- 
tered with him, correctly recorded and promptly returned by him to the State regis- 
trar, as required by the rules and regulations. And in case no births were registered 
during any month the local registrar shall be entitled to be paid the sum of 25 cents 
for each report to that effect, but only if promptly made in accordance with the rules 
and regulations. All amounts payable to a registrar under the provisions of this 
section shall be paid by the treasurer of the county in which the registration district 
is located, upon certification by the State registrar. And the State registrar shall 
annually certify to the treasurers of the several counties the number of births and 
deaths properly registered, with the names of the local registrars and the amounts 
due each at the rates fixed herein. 

Sec. 11. That the State registrar shall upon request furnish any applicant a certi- 
fied copy of the record of any birth or death registered under the provisions of this 
act, for the making and certification of which he shall be entitled to a fee of 50 cents, 
to be paid by the applicant. And any such copy of the record of a birth or death, 
when properly certified by the State registrar to be a true copy thereof, shall be prima 
facie evidence in all courts and places of the facts therein stated. For any search 
of the files and records when no certified copy is made the State registrar shall be 
entitled to a fee of 50 cents for each hour or fractional part of an hour of time of search, 
to be paid by the applicant. And the State registrar shall keep a true and correct 
account of all fees by him received under these provisions and turn the same over to 
the State treasurer each month. 

Sec. 12. That any person, firm, or corporation who shall violate any rule, regula- 
tion, or order of the State board of health relative to recording, reporting, or filing 
information for the bureau of vital statistics, or who shall willfully neglect or refuse 
to perform any necessary and reasonable duties imposed upon them by said orders, 
or who shall furnish false information for the purpose of making incorrect records for 
said bureau, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined not less than $5 nor more than $100, or be imprisoned in the county jail 
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not exceeding 60 daya, or suffer both fine and imprisonment, in the discretion of 
the court. 

Sec. 13. Be it further enacted, That the office of county physician and county boards 
of health shall be abolished within the several counties of this State, and that instead 
the office of county health officer is hereby created in each county within this State: 
Provided, however, That county physicians now in office shall serve as county health 
officers until the expiration of their present term. Within 30 days after the passage 
of this act the State board of health, with the approval of the county judge, shall 
appoint for each county in this State a county health officer, who shall serve for a 
term of two years. The county health officer shall be a graduate of a reputable medical 
college, and Bhall have at least three years' experience in the practice of medicine 
in this State. Each county health officer shall perform such duties as have heretofore 
been required of county physicians with relation to caring for the prisoners in county 
jails, and in the caring for the inmates of county poor farms, hospitals, discharging 
the duties of county quarantine, and such other duties as have been lawfully required 
of the county physician, and shall perform such duties as may be prescribed for him 
under the rules, regulations, and requirements of the Arkansas State Board of Health. 
He shall also be required to aid and assist the State board of health in all matters of 
local quarantine, inspection, prevention and suppression of disease, vital and mortuary 
statistics, and general sanitation within his county, and make such reports to the 
State board of health as shall be demanded of him. The county health officer shall 
receive for his services an annual salary to be fixed by the county court, which may 
be payable monthly out of the county treasury. Upon the failure of the county 
health officer to perform the duties of his office as herein required, he may be removed 
by the State board of health. 

Sec. 14. There is hereby established in each city of the first class and each city of 
the second class in this State a city board of health, which shall be constituted as fol- 
lows : The mayor of such city shall at the first meeting of the city council after assuming 
the duties of his office appoint not less than five persons, two of whom shall be physi- 
cians, who shall be graduates of reputable medical colleges and of good professional 
standing, who shall constitute a city board of health, and shall have and exercise the 
powers conferred upon such boards by law and by the ordinances of such city; and 
the mayor of such city shall be ex officio a member of said board. 

Sec. 15. The offices of city physician for the several incorporated cities and towns 
within this State, and boards of health in incorporated towns, are hereby abolished, 
and instead created the office of city health officer: Provided, however, That city physi- 
cians now in office shall serve as city health officers until the expiration of their present 
term. 

Sec. 16. The office of city health officer shall be filled by a competent physician, 
legally qualified to practice medicine within this State, a graduate of a reputable 
medical college, and of reputable professional standing. 

Sec 17. It is hereby made the duty of the mayor of each incorporated city and 
town within this State to elect a qualified person to the office of city health officer, 
said appointment to be approved by a majority of the votes of the city council. The 
city health officer, after appointment, shall take and subscribe to the constitutional 
oath of office, and shall file a copy of his appointment with the Arkansas State Board 
of Health, and shall not be deemed to be legally qualified until said copies shall have 
been so filed. 

Sec 18. In case the authorities hereinbefore mentioned shall fail, neglect, or refuse 
to fill the office of city health officer as in this act provided, then the Arkansas State 
Board of Health shall have the power to appoint such city health officer, to hold office 
until the local authorities shall fill such office, first after giving 10 days' notice in writ- 
ing to such authority of the desire for such appointment. 
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Sec. 19. Each city health officer shall perform such duties as may now or hereafter 
be required by the city councils and ordinances of city physicians and such duties 
as may be required of him by general law and city ordinances with regard to the gen- 
eral health and sanitation of towns and cities, and perform such other duties as shall 
be legally required of him by the mayor, councils, or the ordinances of his city or town. 
He shall, in addition thereto, discharge and perform such duties as may be prescribed 
for him under the directions, rules, regulations, and requirements of the State board 
of health. He shall be required to aid and assist the State board of health in all 
matters of quarantine, vital and mortuary statistics, inspection, disease prevention 
and suppression, and sanitation within his jurisdiction. He shall at all times report 
to the State board of health in such manner and form as shall be prescribed by said 
board of health the presence of all contagious, infectious, and dangerous epidemic 
diseases within his jurisdiction, and shall make such other and further reports in 
such manner and form and at such times as said State board of health shall direct, 
touching all such matters as may be proper for the State board of health to direct, 
and he shall aid said State board of health at all times in the enforcement of proper 
rules, regulations, and requirements in the enforcement of all sanitary laws, quaran- 
tine regulations, and vital statistics collections, and perform such other duties as said 
State board of health shall direct. 

Sec. 20. The compensation of city health officers shall be fixed by the mayor and 
council of the respective towns and cities within this State. 

Sec. 21. The State board of health shall establish, equip, and maintain a hygienic 
laboratory, which shall be used for making analyses of foods and drugs, for the pur- 
pose of enforcing pure food and drug laws, and for making investigations of cases and 
suspected cases of malaria, diphtheria, typhoid fever, tuberculosis, epidemic cere- 
brospinal meningitis, glanders, hookworm disease, rabies, and other infectious, con- 
tagious, and communicable diseases. All investigations conducted in the said lab- 
oratory shall be free to the people of this State. The said hygienic laboratory shall 
be established and maintained at the medical department of the University of Arkan- 
sas, in connection with the regular department of chemistry and the department of 
of bacteriology, and said hygienic laboratory of the State board of health shall be 
under the direct supervision of the secretary of the State board of health or his author- 
ized assistants. 

Sec. 22. All expenses legally and necessary incurred for the work of protecting 
the public health outside of cities and towns shall be paid by the county in which 
the expense is incurred; such claims shall be allowed by the county court when 
proved" as other claims against a county are required by law to be proved. From the 
judgment of the county court upon any such claim the claimant or any taxpayer of 
the county may appeal to the circuit court, and thence to the supreme court, but 
every claim must be approved by the county health officer before allowance, and the 
expense legally incurred for the protection of public health inside corporate limits 
of cities and towns shall be paid out of the treasury of the cities and towns in which 
the work is done. Provided, That all of their expenditures made by representatives 
of the State board of health and chargeable under the provisions of this act to any 
county, city, or town, shall be made only with the advice and consent of the county 
judge of any said county, or of the mayor and town council in any incorporated town. 

Sec. 23. The Arkansas State Board of Health is hereby authorized to publish for 
general distribution such reports and such other matter as it may deem adapted to 
promote the interest of the public health of this State. 

Sec. 24. The office of the State board of health shall be in the capitol, at Little 
Eock, and the said board shall be furnished with all necessary equipment and sup- 
plies, including laboratory supplies, books, stationery, blanks, furniture, etc., as other 
officers, necessary for carrying on the work of the board, and to be provided in the 
capitol building or other suitable building to be designated by the governor. 
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Sec. 25. The State board of health may appoint and employ an assistant State 
health officer, who shall be a graduate of a reputable medical college, of good pro- 
fessional standing, and who shall have had five years' experience in the practice of 
medicine in this State, whose duty it shall be to assist the secretary of the board in a 
general supervision in the affairs of his office, and in the enforcement of quarantine 
and sanitation throughout the State. 

Sec. 26. The State board of health is hereby authorized to employ such clerical 
assistants as may be required to faithfully and efficiently discharge all the duties 
pertaining to the business of the board. 

Sec 27. The secretary of the State board of health shall receive annually a salary 
of $1,800, and the assistant State health officer shall receive annually a salary of $1,500. 
The other members of the State board shall receive no salary, but each of said members 
shall be allowed for each and every day he shall be in attendance upon the meetings 
of the board the sum of $10, including the time spent in transit, and 3 cents per mile 
going and coming for actual expenses, to be paid on their vouchers when approved 
by the secretary of the board by warrant drawn by the auditor against the appropria- 
tion provided by law for that purpose. The salaries of clerical and other assistants 
shall be fixed by the board. 

Sec. 28. Every firm, person, or corporation violating any of the provisions of this 
act, or any of the orders, rules, or regulations made and promulgated in pursuance 
hereof shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall 
be punished by a fine of not less than $10 nor more than $100, or by imprisonment not 
exceeding one month, or both. 

Sec. 29. It shall be the duty of the Arkansas State board of health to make an 
annual report, through its secretary, in writing, to the governor of this State on or 
before the 1st day of January of each year, and such report shall include a financial 
statement covering the expenditures of all funds appropriated for its purposes, and 
so much of the proceedings of the board and such information concerning vital and 
mortuary statistics, such knowledge respecting diseases, and such instructions on the 
subject of sanitation and hygiene as may be thought useful by the board for dissemi- 
nation among the people, with such suggestions as to legislative action as it may deem 
necessary. 

Sec. 30. All salaries and other expenses provided for by this act not required to be 
paid by counties, cities, and incorporated towns shall be paid out ot the general 
revenue fund of the State. 

Sec 31. There shall be an annual conference of county health officers and city 
health officers of this State at such time and place as the State board of health shall 
designate, at which conference the president or some member of the State board of 
health shall preside. The several counties, towns, and cities may provide for and 
pay the necessary expenses of its county health officer or city health officer for attend- 
ance upon said conference. 

Sec 32. All laws or parts of laws in conflict with the provisions of this act are hereby 
repealed. 

Sec 33. Whereas the public peace, health, and safety make it expedient that this 
act and bill become immediately effective, it shall be in force and effect from and 
after its passage. 



